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infancy. What was the use of all the conquests, he lamented one
day, if there was no one to succeed him? Like Babar and Huma-
yun, he was obsessed with the fear of early death, and often shar-
ed his gloomy thought with Hindu and Muslim holy men whom
he invited for discussions in his palace. The Yogi-seat* in the
Diwan-i-Khas was occupied always by a specially invited divine
with whom Akbar conversed directly on such spiritual problems
as baffled him. One day the Emperor asked his honoured guest (a
Hindu Sanyasi of Mathura) about the duties of a king. The reply
saddened Akbar:

A king, O' Master of the Universe, must first of all look after
the interest of his subjects; he needs to be more merciful than just;
it is his karma to be fearless in defence of Truth and ruthless in
the rooting out of all forms of evil.

A king is like a shepherd who must preserve himself and his
family for the sake of the herd. The latter will go astray, starve
and die if there is no one to guide them to regions abounding
in grass and water. It is, therefore, a king's duty to look after
himself and ensure succession, and to see that the future king is
brought up in full knowledge of his rights, duties and obligations.
The guardians of the soul of this ancient land have emphasized
time and again the imperative of preserving dynastic lineage.
Else, it will be all chaos, and man will kill man for the sake of
power. God has given man a short span of life. A king, howso-
ever mighty and intelligent, will be unable to accomplish in one
life-span what is required of him; hence the inescapable obliga-
tion of a king to rear children who can carry the works for-
. ward. Break in lineage is a curse that may spell ruination for a
nation. This also holds good for the common man. Sons are the
bridges that unite ages, and make it possible for the humankind
to maintain a uniform pace of growth. Else, O' Bestower of
priceless gifts, the sun, the moon and the stars will come to a
halt in their courses.

Akbar listened to the discourse with rapt attention.  When the

*Yogi-seat was instituted by Akbar after the capture of Chitor. Close to-
the royal throne in Diwan-i-Khas, it was occupied by spiritual teachers,
invited for discussions.